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Distinctive INSIGHT OVERVIEW of the Daf 
1) Mixing water and bran (cont.) 

R’ Chisda adds that although R’ Yosi the son of R’ Yehudah per-

mits adding water to flour as long as manual kneading is not done, 

nonetheless he requires that it should be done with a deviation from 

the way it is normally done. 

The Gemara cites the end of the previously quoted Baraisa which 

states that even Tanna Kamma permits stirring shasis without violat-

ing the prohibition against kneading. The Gemara explains that this 

leniency applies only when the mixture is thin. 

Additionally, the Gemara requires, even when making a thin mix-

ture, a deviation from the way the shasis ingredients are normally add-

ed to one another. 

The Gemara relates a story which teaches that when mixing water 

and bran a person must employ a deviation during the mixing process. 

A number of teachings recorded in the notebooks of Amoraim, 

related to feeding animals and mixing water and bran are cited. 

2) The effects of celestial beings on people 

R’ Yehoshua ben Levi recorded in his notebook how the day of 

the week on which a person is born affects their character. 

R’ Chanina disagreed with R’ Yehoshua ben Levi’s teaching and 

placed importance on the celestial sign that dominated at the hour of 

a person’s birth. 

R’ Chanina maintains that mazal influences a person’s circum-

stances as well as the Jewish people. R’ Yochanan and Rav disagree 

and maintain that mazal has no bearing on the Jewish people. 

The Gemara cites a number of incidents that support the position 

that mazal has no effect on the Jewish people. 

3) MISHNAH: Tanna Kamma and R’ Yehudah dispute whether it is 

permissible to “prepare” food for animals on Shabbos. 

4) Deciding the disputed issue of the Mishnah 

Ulla, Rav and Levi ruled like R’ Yehudah who prohibits 

“preparing” food for an animal on Shabbos. 

Shmuel, Zeiri and R’ Yochanan rule like R’ Shimon (Tanna Kamma 

of the Mishnah) who permits “preparing” food for an animal on Shabbos. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Does Mazal Apply to Yisroel? 
 אין מזל לישראל וכו'

O ur Gemara teaches that the Jewish people are not subject to 

mazal. Tosafos notes that the Gemara elsewhere (Megilla 28a) seems to 

say the opposite. There, we are told that “Life, children, and suste-

nance are not a function of merit, but they depend upon one’s mazal.” 

The Rishonim discuss this matter at length. Rambam, in his In-

troduction to Avos (Shemoneh Perakim) dismisses the concept of 

mazal as a determining factor in a person’s life. “Do not think,” he 

writes, “ that the misleading words of the star gazers and astronomers 

are true. They suggest that the zodiac and star positions at the time of 

a person’s birth will determine his destiny whether he will be tall or 

whether he will be intellectually deficient. They conclude that his fate 

and fortune are predetermined, and that his actions have no bearing 

upon his future.” Furthermore, in Hilchos Avodas Kochavim (11:9), 

Rambam rules: “Any person who calculates horoscopy and plans his 

deeds or travels according to the indications which it portends is liable 

for lashes, as he is in violation of the negative commandment (Vayikra 

19:26): ‘Do not act on the basis of auspicious times.’ “ 

On the other hand, in his Teshuvos (#283), Ramban writes that 

there is meaning to the power of mazal. In fact, he writes that if some-

one acts in ways which are contrary to mazal, he is in the category of 

one who is relying on miracles rather than using the information 

which is available to him. For example, in our Gemara, Rav Chanina 

says that the mazal of one’s birth affects one’s intelligence, and even 

whether he will be rich. Although we do not hold like Rav Chanina, 

the Gemara implies that this is not sorcery or random superstition, 

but that there is some basis to it. In fact, the Gemara tells us that Av-

raham Avinu looked into the stars and saw that he would not have 

children unless his mazal would change. Even Rabbi Akiva was wor-

ried when he heard that the stargazers predicted that his daughter 

would be bitten by a snake on the day of her wedding. 

Ramban concludes by explaining that although the power of mazal 

does have substance, nevertheless, klal Yisroel lives in a dimension 

above it. Our prayers and our mitzvos can cancel any evil foretold in 

the stars, and the destiny of the stars is not for us to consider. We are 

commanded (Devarim 18:13) to walk with total faith before Hashem. 

Rema (Yoreh De’ah 179:2) rules according to Ramban, and that a 

person should not act in a way which conflicts with mazal, for this 

would be tantamount to relying upon a miracle. The Tur (ibid.) howev-

er, rules according to Rambam (see Beis Yosef for further discussion). 

Today’s Daf Digest is dedicated  
 לז" ר' אלימלך דב בן ר' דוד קליין, ז"ל 

 תדב ע"י בו ר' מאיר זאב ומשפחתו שיחי'

 REVIEW and Remember 
1. What is the required deviation when mixing bran and water? 

2. What is your character according to R’ Yehoshua ben Levi and 

R’ Chanina? 

3. What important lesson do we learn from R’ Akiva’ daughter? 

4. Explain the dispute between R’ Yehudah and Tanna Kamma in 

the Mishnah. 
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Number 218— ו“שבת ק  

The Four Consistencies Of Mixtures1 
 לא קשיא הא בעבה הא ברכה

W hen considering a question of Losh, one must realize that not all 
mixtures are Halachically alike. Both the density and consistency of a 
mixture are important factors in the Melocho of Losh, and determine 
the practical Halacha. Therefore, some mixtures are prohibited to be 
made M'deoraisa, whereas others are permissible. There are basically 
four types of Losh mixtures: 

1. Bliloh Aveh/Dense, non-pourable 
2. Bliloh Racho/Pourable mixture 
3. Davar Nozail/Fluid mixture 
4. Mixture of large pieces 

A) Bliloh Aveh  
A Bliloh Aveh is any thick semi-solid mixture. This type of mixture 

is Halachically the most severe of all four categories. 

●  Examples of Bliloh Aveh: 

Bread or cookie dough, thick cake icing, thick pudding, thick cooked cereal 

Producing a Bliloh Aveh mixture can involve the Melocho 
M'deoraisa of Losh. 

B) Bliloh Racho  
A Bliloh Racho is any sticky, batter-like mixture that is pourable. A 

Bliloh Racho is not a true Losh mixture. Only the creation of a thick 
dough-like mass is the Melocho M'deoraisa, as performed in the Mish-
kan. However, a Bliloh Racho is a mixture of considerable density and 
viscosity, thus bearing strong similarities to a Bliloh Aveh, which is 
M'deoraisa. Because of this similarity, the Sages imposed restrictions on 
the production of a Bliloh Racho mixture on Shabbos. 

●  Examples of Bliloh Racho: 

Cake batter, a loose baby cereal preparation 

When prohibiting the preparation of batter-like mixtures, the Sages 
allowed for certain leniencies not ordinarily permitted with a Bliloh 
Aveh. The most important of these (for practical purposes) is the princi-
ple of Shinui with the Two Steps of Losh. 

C) Davar Nozeil 
A Davar Nozeil is any thin liquid mixture that pours very easily. A 

Davar Nozeil is not a Losh mixture, because unlike a Bliloh Racho, it 
has no body at all. Therefore, preparing such a mixture does not even 
resemble the Melocho of Losh and is completely permissible. 

●  Examples of Davar Nozail: 

Instant coffee or tea drink, cocoa powder mixed with milk for flavoring, drink 

powders mixed with water 

A Davar Nozeil must be a thin liquid. A very viscous substance, 
having the consistency of thick honey or syrup, may be classified as a 
Bliloh Racho, and not as a Davar Nozail. 

D) Mixture of large pieces 
A mixture of large bits or chunks of food that cling together with a 

liquid or oil is not a Losh mixture, because the individual pieces do not 
appear to melt into a single mass, but rather are clumped together by a 
liquid medium which acts somewhat as a glue. One is permitted to pre-
pare these mixtures on Shabbos. 

●  Examples: 

Vegetable salad or coleslaw in a dressing, potato salad, tuna fish that is not 

finely chopped 

Since the individual segments visibly retain their separate identities, 
they cannot be classified as a solid, unified mass (which is the prerequi-
site of a Losh mixture). 

However, with some substances, a Losh mixture can occur even 
though the particles do not actually melt into a solid mass. For example, 
ash or coarse sand is subject to Losh even though the separate particles 
do not actually fuse into a single solid mass as does flour. However, 

because of the relative minuteness of the separate particles, they do not 
visibly retain their separate identities, but rather combine into what 
appears as a solid mass. They are therefore subject to Losh. 
1 The 39 Melachos by Rabbi Dovid Ribiat, pages 541-549. Used with 
permission of the author. 
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A signal to pray 
 קו. -צא מאיצטגיות שלך שאין מזל לישראל 

Go beyond your astrologigcal speculations. There is 

no mazal for the Jews. – 156a 

R ashi on Chumash cites the Midrash 

which explains that when Hashem told Avram 

(Bereshis 15:5): “Look now toward heaven. Are 

you able to count the stars?” And He said: ‘So 

shall your children be.’” “Go beyond your as-

trological speculations that you have seen by 

the planets that you will not raise a son. In-

deed, Avram may have no son, but Avraham 

will have a son. Sarai may not bear a child, but 

Sarah will. I will give you other names and your 

destiny will be changed.” 

The Dubno Maggid illustrates with a para-

ble. A villager owned many vessels of gold and 

silver. He was afraid to store them in his own 

house, so he asked his friend from the city to 

guard the items, since his friend lived in a large 

house with thick walls, equipped with a vault. 

However, soon after the deposit of the precious 

items was made, some criminals came and 

broke into the storehouse and emptied it of its 

treasure. The city dweller quickly sent a special 

officer as a messenger to inform his friend in 

the village of the bad news. Upon hearing 

about the loss, the villager recruited the officer 

himself and gathered men to look for the 

thieves. When the messenger saw the efforts 

being put forth, he discouragingly told the vil-

lager that he felt that the efforts to track down 

the perpetrators were wasted ones. The villager 

pointed out that he was determined to succeed. 

“Your very arrival indicates that there is indeed 

hope. Why else would my friend have sent you, 

if not because he wanted me to do something 

about the theft? Obviously, even he feels that 

we can still find the thieves, and that is exactly 

what I hope to do!” 

Hashem informed Avraham that his chil-

dren would become as numerous as the stars in 

the heavens. As soon as he heard this news, 

Avraham understood that this was a signal that 

he should pray for children. Avraham realized 

that the situation was not hopeless, but rather 

one which demanded that he pray with more 

intensity. He was confused, though, because he 

knew that the signs of the stars were set and 

immutable, and he saw in the stars that he was 

destined to remain barren. The response of 

Hashem to him was clear. “You are not bound 

by the stars. If I tell you to look to the heavens, 

it is a sign that you will indeed bear a son. By 

means of the power of faith and prayer you can 

overcome any and all omens which may indi-

cate otherwise. My message for you is to perse-

vere and be blessed.”  

Gemara GEM  

The Gemara questions whether in fact R’ Yochanan rules like R’ 

Shimon when we find an anonymous Mishnah that follows R’ Yehu-

dah and R’ Yochanan has stated that halacha follows an anonymous 

Mishnah.   

(Overview...continued from page 1) 

HALACHAH Highlight 


