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Gemara GEM OVERVIEW of the Daf 
1) Dating four cases related to Muktza  

Rabbah disputes R’ Elazar’s assertion that four Mishnayos 

and Baraisos were written before the final stage of permissibility 

of moving muktza was incorporated and demonstrates that they 

could have been written even after the halacha was established as 

it exists today.  

2) MISHNAH:  Tanna Kamma and R Nechemyah disagree 

whether utensils may be taken without a purpose.  

3) Clarifying the Mishnah  

Rabbah and Rava dispute the meaning of the words                        

 .in the Mishnah לצורך ושלא לצורך

Two conversations clarify that according to Rabbah’s explana-

tion, i.e. R’ Nechemyah prohibits moving permitted-use utensils 

for the sake of its place, dirty dishes may nonetheless be moved. 

The reason is because the dirty dishes qualify as a   גרף של רעי

A series of unsuccessful challenges are presented against Rav-

a’s explanation. An additional challenge is presented against 

both opinions.  

Rav concurs with Rava and rules that a permitted-use utensil 

may be moved for the sake of its use or the sake of its place.  

A story and discussion are recorded that relate to the issue of 

moving permitted-use utensils from the sun to the shade.  

4) MISHNAH:  Tanna Kamma and Yehudah disagree whether a 

broken utensil must be usable in a way similar to its original use 

to remain non-muktza, or even if it can serve any function it will 

remain non-muktza.  

5) Clarifying the Mishnah  

R’ Yehudah in the name of Shmuel clarifies that the Mish-

nah concerns a case where the utensil broke on Shabbos, but if it 

broke before Shabbos everyone would agree that the broken 

utensil is not muktza.  

6) Broken utensils  

Three contradictory Baraisos related to using intact and bro-

ken utensils to fuel a fire are presented. The Gemara identifies 

each with a different author.  

R’ Nachman rules: Leftover bricks are not muktza because 

they are used for sitting, unless they are stacked in a way that in-

dicates they will be used for construction in the future.  

7) Earthenware shards  

A dispute is presented regarding the status of earthenware 

shards. According to Shmuel they may only be moved in a 

chatzer. R’ Nachman holds they may be moved in a karmelis, and 

according to Rava they may even be moved in a public domain.  

8) Shattered barrel lids  

R’ Yehudah in the name of Shmuel rules: The broken lid of 

a barrel may be moved on Shabbos.  

Support for this ruling is found in a Baraisa.  

R’ Pappa questions the last halacha quoted in the Baraisa, 

i.e. if one threw the broken lid in to the trash it becomes muktza. 

Why should merely throwing the broken lid onto the trash 

change its status to muktza?   

The Underlying Reason for Muktza  
 וטלטול גופיה לאו משום הוצאה היא

R ambam (Hilchos Shabbos 24:11) lists three reasons why the 
sages instituted the rules of muktza. The first reason is that if a 

person would handle items as he does all week long, it would be 

difficult or even impossible to maintain a spirit of holiness and a 

general mood tranquility which is essential for the Shabbos experi-

ence. It would simply feel as a regular weekday, and the mitzvah of 

“למען יוח“  would be ruined.  

 The second reason is that by not handling work tools, the arti-

sans and professionals already have the opportunity to feel that the 

day is special. How, though, is the layman able to develop a special 

feeling on this day? This is why the sages established the limits of muk-

tza, in order to help create and foster a mood of resting on this day.  

 Finally, we are not allowed to move utensils which are used for 

prohibited labors, for we are afraid that the person may inadvertent-

ly use the utensil for its proscribed use of doing a prohibited labor.  

 Ra’aved asks against Rambam from our Gemara, where we 

find a completely different reason for muktza, and that is that we 

are afraid that if the person handles an object, he may be led to 

carry it into the public domain. Magid Mishnah explains that, in 

fact, the original reason for prohibiting moving of muktza was as a 

precaution against carrying, as the Gemara reports. However, this 

enactment worked very well, and the community became much 

more conscientious of the halachos of Shabbos. At that point, the 

sages could have dispensed with this rule, but the rule was kept 

because of the other reasons which Rambam lists.   

 The sefer  אשי ישראל explains that items such as utensils which 

(Continued on page 2) 

 REVIEW and Remember 
1. What reason would permit moving dirty dishes according to 

all opinions? 

2. How do we know that Rav agrees with Rava as far as  צורך

 ?גוכו ומקומו

3. Under what circumstances is it permitted to move broken 

utensils? 

4. What is the point of dispute between R’ Nachman, Shmuel 

and Rava? 



Number 186— ד“שבת קכ  

Moving a vessel used for a prohibited activity for the purpose of 

another vessel used for a prohibited activity 
 ... ודבר שמלאכתו לאיסור לצורך גופו ולצורך מקומו אין מחמה לצל לא.

And an object that is used for prohibited activity [may only be moved] for a 

need of its use or for the need of its place, but not from the sun to the shade 

[for its own safekeeping].  

A lthough a כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור—vessel used for a prohibited 

activity- may only be moved if one needs to use it for some permitted 

activity (e.g., a hammer to crack nuts), or if one needs the space 

where the vessel is positioned, the definition of “some permitted 

activity” is very broad. Hence we find, for example, that Tosafos1 

consider even the intangible happiness that stems from the giving of 

a gift a sufficient “permitted activity” to move a vessel used for a pro-

hibited activity (e.g., carrying a hammer in order to give it as a gift).  

 Based on this broad definition of “some permitted activity,” 

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach2 suggests that a vessel used for a 

prohibited activity may even be moved for the purpose of another 

vessel used for a prohibited activity! For example, one may move a 

hammer to keep a door closed in order to prevent thieves coming in 

and stealing other hammers, or any other muktza object in the room. 

He adds3 that this case is also analogous to the permitted case of mov-

ing an object from the sun to the shade when also using it in some 

manner “along the way.” In a similar manner, Mishnah Berurah4 

rules that on a Yom Tov, one may carry a key through a Reshus HaR-

abim (a public domain, in which carrying on Yom Tov is only permit-

ted if it is for some need that same day) to lock a house in order to 

safeguard his money that is in that house - even though it remains 

forbidden to carry the actual money in order to hide it away.  

 Ultimately, however, Reb Shlomo Zalman rejects his own sug-

gestion. He bases this rejection on the Gemara that we saw in Shab-

bos (43a) where the Gemara feels compelled (according to the opin-

ion that a vessel can only be moved for a permitted use) to assert that 

only because a person had a need for the vessel is it permitted to 

carrying a vessel to protect a muktza object. We thus see clearly that 

a need to protect an object that may not be used on Shabbos is not 

considered a sufficient reason to allow the carrying of a vessel that 

one is not normally allowed to carry.  

 So why is one permitted to carry the key in the public domain 

on Yom Tov in order to protect muktza? Reb Shlomo Zalman ex-

plains that no limitations were placed on the permissibility of carry-

ing a vessel that is used for a permitted activity. That is why a vessel 

that is used for a permitted activity may even be moved for its own 

protection (from sun to shade). Hence, carrying it in order to protect 

a vessel that is used for a prohibited activity requires no special dis-

pensation, as there is no limitation on its movement. 

Obviously, however, limitations were placed on the movement 

of a vessel that is used for a prohibited activity. That is why it may 

not be moved to protect it. And, if it may not be moved to protect 

itself, it certainly may not be moved to protect another vessel that is 

used for a prohibited activity!5   
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When Things Can Get Carried Away  
אין מוציאין את הקטן ואת הלולב ואת ספר תורה 

 לרשות הרבים

M elacha is prohibited on Yom Tov, just 
as it is prohibited on Shabbos, with the excep-

tion of the labors defined as necessary for the 

preparation of food –  פש צורך אוכל. There is 

a difference of opinion between Beis Shamai 

and Beis Hillel to what extent we extend this 

special consideration. Beis Shamai holds that 

carrying is allowed only for food itself, and we 

do not extend this dispensation to carry fur-

ther. Beis Hillel, however, holds that once 

carrying food into the public domain is al-

lowed, we also allow carrying non-food items 

on Yom Tov, as long as the item has some 

purpose to be transported and carried to en-

hance the Yom Tov experience.  

 The examples given by Beis Hillel are 

that one is allowed to carry a child, a lulav, or 

a sefer Torah on Yom Tov. The opinion of 

Rabeinu Chananel is that these examples 

specifically were chosen to illustrate that even 

Beis Hillel only allows items which will be 

used for a mitzvah. A child can be brought to 

give him a bris milah, a lulav on Sukkos to 

use for Hallel, and a Sefer Torah in order to 

be read. The fact that the Torah allows carry-

ing for food, according to this, shows us only 

that we can now carry other items as well, but 

only articles needed to perform a mitzvah.  

Ramban argues, and he holds that Beis 

Hillel does not require that the carrying be 

done specifically for a mitzvah, but rather 

that the item being carried be needed for 

Yom Tov, even in a general sense. Utensils 

or objects not needed for Yom Tov, or things 

which will not serve to benefit the day are 

prohibited to be carried, just as it is prohibit-

ed to be carried on Shabbos. Of course, 

Ramban would agree that carrying a child to 

have a bris milah on that day is considered 

an essential need of the observance of the 

Yom Tov day itself.   

Distinctive INSIGHT 

HALACHAH Highlight are used for prohibited labors were made rabbinically unlawful to 

move due to the concern that they might be carried. However, items 

such as fruit which a person chooses to lower through his skylight 

hatch, which are not directly used for Shabbos restricted labors, 

these are restricted to be handled due to the reasons which Rambam 

writes. The handling of these items would compromise the spirit of 

rest and idleness from labor which is critical for the mood.  

(Overview...continued from page 1) 


