
1) Four cups of wine (cont.) 
A number of Baraisos are cited that emphasize the 

importance of generating children’s interest in the se-
der.  
 
2) Rejoicing on Yom Tov  

A Baraisa teaches the different approaches Tannaim 
adopted to fulfill the mitzvah of rejoicing on Yom Tov.  

A second Baraisa further discusses the mitzvah to 
rejoice on Yom Tov.  
 
3) Revi’is  

R’ Yitzchok and R’ Yochanan identify utensils that 
could be used to accurately calculate the quantity of a 
revi’is.  

R’ Chisda teaches a different method of measuring a 
revi’is.  

R’ Ashi suggested an inference one could draw from 
R’ Chisda’s calculation but it is rejected by the Gemara.  
 
4) “Pairs”  

The Gemara questions how Chazal could require a 
person to do something that could be dangerous, and a 
Baraisa explicitly prohibits a person from doing things 
in “pairs.”  

Three solutions to this problem are suggested.   

Monday,  October 7, 2013 ד“ג' חשון תשע  

OVERVIEW of the Daf 

 ט“פסחים ק

Simcha of Yom Tov with meat and wine 
 

ועכשיו ‘  בזמן שבית המקדש קיים אין שמחה אלא בבשר וכו 
 שאין בית המקדש קיים אין שמחה אלא ביין

 

R ambam rules (Hilchos Yom Tov 6:18) that in order 
to fulfill the mitzvah of simchah on Yom Tov, a man 
should eat meat and drink wine. Beis Yosef (O.C. 529) 
points out the difficulty from the Baraisa in our Gemara 
which seems to say that in our days that we no longer have 
the Beis HaMikdash, simchah is only achieved with drink-
ing of wine, and that there is no need for meat.  ים של
 explains that when our Baraisa says that (Beitza 2:5) שלמה
in our days simchah is fulfilled with wine, it does not 
mean to exclude meat from the menu. Rather, it means 
that if we would have a Beis HaMikdash, it would be ade-
quate to partake of the meat from the Shelamim offering, 
and one’s simchah would be complete. In our days, howev-
er, it is not enough to eat meat, which is still a source of 
simchah, but it must be supplemented with wine, as well.  

The בית חדש uses a different approach to explain the 
ruling of Rambam. Certainly, the main source of one’s 
simchas Yom Tov is to have the meat of a Shelamim. Yet 
this simchah comprises two elements. One aspect of the 
simchah is bringing an offering to Hashem, while the oth-
er is the eating of meat. Drinking wine, however, has with-
in it the one component featured in the verse (Tehillim 
104:15): “Wine gladdens the heart of man.” When there is 
no Beis HaMikdash, the wine remains a true source of 
simchah, while the meat is not a main source of simchah 
(without being from a korban). The Baraisa therefore 
acknowledges both meat and wine as sources of simchah, 
and this is the source of the ruling of Rambam.  

Sefer כפות תמרים sidesteps the issue altogether, as he 
understands that Rambam did not mean that both meat 
and wine would ever provide simchah under the same con-
ditions. Instead, Rambam means that simchah can be 
achieved in different times and manners. During the time 
of the Beis HaMikdash, meat was most effective. Nowa-
days, simchah is attained via wine.    

Distinctive INSIGHT 

 

1. What activities are done to keep the children awake 
at the seder? 

 _______________________________________ 
2. How is the mitzvah of simchah performed for men 

and women when the Beis HaMikdash is not stand-
ing? 

 _______________________________________ 
3. What is the ים שעשה שלמה? 
 _______________________________________ 
4. What are three reasons we are not concerned with 

drinking cups of wine in “pairs” at the seder? 
 _______________________________________ 
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How to fulfill the Mitzvah of simchah on Yom Tov  
 

י אומר אנשים בראוי להם “ ר ‘  ב ברגל וכו “ ר חייב אדם לשמח בניו וב “ת
י “ תניא ר ‘  ונשים בראוי להן אנשים בראוי להם יין, ונשים בבגדים וכו 

ק קיים אין שמחה אלא בבשר ועכשיו שאין “ ב אומר בזמן שביהמ “ ב 
 ק קיים אין שמחה אלא ביין“ביהמ

Our Rabbis taught: One must make his children and the members of 
his household (wife) happy on Yom Tov. R. Yehuda says, “men should 
enjoy with the things which make them happy and women should enjoy 
with the things which make them happy. Men should enjoy with wine 
and women with clothing. The Baraisa says: R. Yehuda ben B’seira 
says in the times of the Beis HaMikdash there was only simchah with 
meat but in our days there is only simcha through wine. 

  

T he Rishonim argue about the explanation of R. Yehuda 
ben B’seira’s statement. There are those who say1 that in the 
times of the Mikdash both women and men needed to par-
take of the meat of the Shelamim offerings. Others2 hold that 
when the Beis HaMikdash was functioning, one could fulfill 
the Mitzvah of simchah in different manners. Women would 
enjoy3 Yom Tov with clothing and food, whereas the main 
simchah4 for men came through partaking of the meat of the 
Shelamim. 

In regards to the statement that “nowadays the only form 
of simchah comes through wine,” the Poskim write5that even 
though one should partake of wine during his meal (apart 

from what he drank at Kiddush) [and some even hold6 this 
obligation applies during Chol HaMoed as well], nonetheless 
one who does not enjoy wine at all7 can fulfill his Mitzvah of 
Simchah in other ways. Even if one does partake of wine, the 
Mishna Berura8 still says that nowadays even though there is 
no obligation to eat meat, there is a mitzvah to do so, and 
one should choose to eat it. Similarly, there is a mitzvah9 to 
buy women clothing and jewelry for Yom Tov. If one does 
not have the means10 to buy his wife such extravagant items, 
he should at least buy his wife new shoes for Yom Tov. None-
theless there are those who say11 that if she does not want any 
new clothing one could fulfill the obligation by buying her a 
mixer or other items which she would enjoy.    
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True joy  
 

בזמן שבית המקדש קיים אין שמחה אלא 
ז): וזבחת שלמים “ בבשר שנאמר (דברים כ 
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T he Shem MiShmuel, zt”l, of 
Sochatchov, taught that just as there is 
the physical meat of the korban 
Shelamim and the inner kedushah that is 
inherent in it, so too is there the physical 
enjoyment of the body and the inner joy 
of the festival. The special quality of the 
Beis HaMikdash allowed a person to feel 
the holiness of the offering while eating 
of it, and this eating would arouse within 
him a corresponding inspirational joy. 

Now that we have no Beis HaMikdash, 
mere eating does not tap into this holy 
simchas Yom Tov—we have to make oth-
er efforts as well.  

On one of the rare occasions that 
Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, zt”l, merited to 
speak privately with Rav Yisroel Salanter 
zt”l, he asked which direction should be 
taken with students.  

“You must enliven the down spirit-
ed, and uplift the down-trodden of 
heart!”  

Rav Nosson Tzvi, zt”l, followed these 
instructions with absolute devotion, and 
it was well known that he infused his 
yeshivah in Slobodka (and later in Chev-
ron) with an atmosphere of joyous sim-
chah shel mitzvah and delight in Torah 
study. He felt this was a pre-condition to 
the development of a boy’s potential, and 
made every effort to encourage any 

talmid who seemed sad.  
A bochur from another Lithuanian 

yeshivah once arrived seeking aid for an 
attempted border-crossing into Poland. 
The Alter of Slobodka tried time and 
again to get the overly-serious, tense 
young man to put on a smile, to no avail. 
The boy could not break free of his train-
ing in somber self-restraint, and the Alter 
failed to convey the importance of sim-
chah.  

Although he had originally agreed to 
send his own grandson with the boy to 
Mir, and from there they would try to 
cross into Poland, in the end Rav Nosson 
Tzvi had to revoke his permission.  

He said, “How can I send you with 
him? He doesn’t understand that without 
the protective merit of simchah shel mitz-
vah, I fear for your very lives!”    
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