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Offerings to Hashem 
אל תהי ככסילים שחוטאים ומביאים קרבן ואינם יודעים אם על 

 הטובה הם מביאים אם על הרעה הם מביאים

A t the beginning of Vayikra, Ramban refers to Rambam 

(Moreh Nevuchim 3:32) who explains the concept of animal 

offerings in the Torah.  Rambam writes that the pagans at that 

time worshipped their deities with animal sacrifices.  To wean 

the Jewish nation away from this type of conduct, the Torah 

prescribes such worship, but guides us to do it for the sake of 

Heaven.  Ramban argues, and  he notes that Kayin and Hevel 

brought offerings, and there was no idolatry at that time that 

their actions had to counter.  

Akeidas Yitzchok presents a novel approach to explain the 

concept of animal offerings.  Man’s nature is that he craves to 

express appreciation to the one who provides him with good-

ness.  In fact, this element of reciprocating gives man great satis-

faction, especially when we can show our gratitude to Hashem, 

Whose goodness is genuine and complete.  As a sign of great 

favor, Hashem allowed  us to build a Mishkan and to come 

there to offer these animals as part of a procedure wherein we 

come close to Him.  

According to the Akeidas Yitzchok, the words of our Gema-

ra can now be understood in a new light.  When a man brings 

an offering, he should know that his main objective is not to 

dwell upon the fact that there are corrupt ideas in the world, 

and that the offering is therefore designed to help him avoid 

avoda zara, as Rambam explains.  Rather, the service in the 

Mishkan is a gift from Hashem, and a gesture of His goodwill.  

The opportunity to bring an offering is due to the special honor 

of the Jewish people, and to provide us with the wonderful abil-

ity to show our appreciation  of Hashem and to come closer to 

Him.� 

Gemara GEM OVERVIEW of the Daf 
1)  Davening while sensing the urge to urinate 

The Gemara explains the disagreement between R’ Chisda 

and R’ Hamnuna to be whether a person can daven if they sense 

the urge to urinate. 

A baraisa teaches that a person who senses the urge to relieve 

himself should not daven and if he does the tefila is repugnant.  

R’ Zvid qualifies this halacha and states that the restriction ap-

plies only if the person will not be able to wait to relieve himself 

for 72 minutes but if he can there is no problem. 

2)  Handling tefillin when entering a bathroom 

When entering an established bathroom one must remove 

their tefillin four amos before entering and if it is an unestab-

lished bathroom one may remove their tefillin and relieve them-

selves immediately but they may not don their tefillin until they 

move away four amos. 

There is a disagreement whether a person may enter an es-

tablished bathroom to urinate. 

The Gemara continues its discussion of proper handling and 

storage of tefillin when one must enter a bathroom. 

3) Proper respect for tefilln 

A Baraisa spells out activities that are prohibited while wear-

ing tefillin. Rava in the name of R’ Sheshes dismisses the Baraisa 

as representing the view of Beis Shamai but the Gemara demon-

strates that it is not so. 

4) Preparations for a meal  

Before beginning a meal one should check to see if they need 

to relieve themselves.  One should also remove their tefillin and 

there is a disagreement where the tefillin should be stored. 

5.  Using one item to store tefillin and other items 

The Gemara explains according to different opinions when 

it would be permitted to store other items in their tefillin bag. 

6.  Storing tefillin under one’s head 

The question was asked whether one could store their tefillin 

under their head at night and the Gemara declares it permitted.  

Although there is a Baraisa that states that it will be prohibited if 

one’s wife is present, nonetheless Rava permits storing tefillin 

under their head because it affords greater protection.  � 

 REVIEW and Remember 
1. What does the pasuk ”לקיך ישראל-הכון לקראת א“ ? 

2. What is the minimum height above the ground for stor-

ing tefillin? 

3. Why is a person not permitted to hold objects while 

davening? 

4. Explain the concept of מילתא הזמנה in the context of the 

tefillin bag. 

Permitted Use of Tefillin Bags 
תני חדא צורר אדם תפילין עם מעותיו באפרקסותו ותניא אידך לא 

 יצור ל"ק הא דאזמניה הא דלא אזמניה

T he Biur Halacha (42) cites the Pri Megadim who rules that 

Continued on page 2) 
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Davening When One Cannot Restrain Himself 
תפלתו תועבה אמר רב -אל יתפלל, ואם התפלל   -תנו רבנן: הנצרך לנקביו "

זביד ואיתיהא רב יהודה: לא שנו אלא שאינו יכול לשהות בעצמו, אבל אם 
 אמר רב ששת: עד פרסה."-תפלתו תפלה. ועד כמה?-יכול לשהות בעצמו

"Our Rabbis taught: One who feels the urge to relieve himself should not 

pray, and if he did pray, his prayer is an abomination. Rav Zivid said, and 

some say it was Rav Yehuda: This statement was taught under the condi-

tion that he can not restrain himself, however if he can restrain himself 

then his prayer is considered a prayer. What is the measure that he need to 

be able to restrain himself? Until the time it would take to walk a Parsah." 

T he above quoted passage is the version we have before us in 
our Gemara. However, the Rif1 had a different version. In his ver-

sion the text “ מותר -אבל יכול לעמוד על עצמו “  reads “However, if 

the person is able to restrain himself, then it is permitted." There is 

a distinction in application that can be drawn from contrasting 

our version to the version of the Rif. From our version: "his prayer 

is a prayer", the implication is that even under these conditions 

one should not pray, but if he did then his prayer is acceptable 

after the fact.  However, the version of the Rif appears to grant full 

permission to pray if the person is able to restrain themselves for 

the measure of a Parsah2. Some Poskim3 seem to have the version 

of the Rif. It should be noted that one could deduce from the lan-

guage of Rashi4 that he ascribes to the view of the Rif. The Vilna 

Gaon5 points out that the Yerushalmi6 appears to permit praying if 

the ability of restraint exists. 

However, the students of Rabbeinu Yonah7 and the Rosh8 re-

ject the version of the Rif based upon the Baraisa that if one senses 

the need to relieve himself he should not pray.  This clearly affirms 

that in such a state one should not start praying.  The Rambam9 as 

well rules that one must not pray if he feels the need to relieve him-

self. If however one did feel the need to relieve himself, but he 

could restrain himself and he prayed anyway, his prayer is acceptable 

only after the fact. This is the opinion of many Poskim10. The Shul-

chan Aruch11 also concludes that when one has the urge to relieve 

himself, then he must do so prior to praying.  � 
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Empty Pockets  
אמר שמואל: סכין מעות קערה וככר...אסור 

 לאוחסן בשעת בתפלה בידו

W henever Rebbe Aharon Menachem 

Mendel from Rodzmin used to daven, he 

used to be sure to empty any money he was 

carrying from his pockets. Although our 

Gemara only mentions that it is prohibited 

to carry money in one’s hand, nevertheless, 

the Gemara tells us that people generally 

check their pockets regularly.  Therefore, in 

terms of being a distraction, he held that 

money in one’s pocket is as if it is in one’s 

hand.  

Once, he was in a rush as he arrived to 

daven, and he neglected to empty his pock-

ets before davening. As he began to daven, 

he realized the problem, and he quickly 

took the money he had and placed it into 

the shtender in front of him. He happened 

to have 3000 rubles in his pocket at that 

moment , which was a huge sum at that 

time, and when he left the Beis midrash 

after davening, he forgot to retrieve the 

money.  Much later, he realized that he was 

missing the 3000 rubles, and he had no idea 

where he lost it.  Because he was accus-

tomed to take money from his pockets even 

before going to daven, and because he had 

removed the money  this time as he was 

beginning to daven, which had drawn his 

full attention, he was totally oblivious to 

having put the money in the shtender.  Lat-

er that evening, a man came to him and 

brought the money, telling the Rebbe that 

he found the money in the shtender.  Even 

as he was told, the Rebbe only then began 

to recall the events and how they had un-

folded.  

The Rebbe was even more astonished 

that the money was not stolen while sitting 

on the shelf of his shtender.  Yet, he was 

sure that it was in the merit of his care and 

attention to the mitzvah, as the verse states 

(Koheles 8:5): “He who observes the com-

mandment will know no evil.”� 

STORIES Off the Daf  

a bag which holds the tefillin shel yad may be used for other 

purposes.  The reason is that the shel yad does not have the 

letter שי"ן molded into the actual capsule itself.  The leather 

cover is a cover to a holy item (תשמיש קדושה), and the bag is 

again one more step removed (תשמיש דתשמיש). The Biur 

Halacha argues on the Pri Megadim, and points out that the 

shel yad itself has kedusha, beyond the function it serves in con-

taining the parshios.  Furthermore, if this distinction of the Pri 

Megadim is correct, our Gemara could have answered its ques-

tion more simply, and distinguish between the shel yad and the 

shel rosh, rather than create a new category of a bag that was 

used before or not.  

It would seem that today, when we have plastic covers for 

each of the tefillin boxes, that placing money  in the bag togeth-

er with the tefillin is permitted.  The bag itself is no longer a 

direct cover for the tefillin itself, and its designation is lowered 

to a lesser kedusha.� 

(Insight...continued from page 1) 


